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Abstinence-education legislation under discussion 
The Senate soon could act on abstinence-education legislation that would give parents a larger role in how public 
schools teach sex education. It would require students be taught about the responsibility of being a parent, as well as 
describe adoption as a positive option for unplanned pregnancies and encourage abstinence until marriage. It also 
would require teaching that abstinence is the only 100 percent effective way to avoid pregnancy and sexually-
transmitted diseases. President George W. Bush has proposed more funding for abstinence programs for teenagers. 
The legislation would create health-education advisory panels formed by local school boards. The majority of 
members on the panels would have to be parents of children attending school in the district. Another part of the 
package would create a complaint process that could result in a 5-percent penalty in school aid for noncompliance. 
 


